As it is not safe to draw inductions from individual cases, Mr. Wood has been at some pains to examine surgical records for instances bearing on the present subject. We shall introduce two or three abridged cases in illustration. Case 1. "A workman, aged thirty-six, pursued for debt, and resolved to finish a life of trouble, cut his throat with a razor between the os hyoides and thyroid cartilage, and was conveyed to the hospital at Toulon on the 30th of Dec. 1819, four hours after the accident. The lips of the wound were brought together by adhesive straps, and a compress was applied ; but ere long hemorrhage ensued, and it was necessary to tie three small arteries. The wound was again dressed, and the head inclined towards the chest. The next day the pulse was excited, but there was no other unfavourable symptom.
Blood was taken from the arm, and soothing drinks were prescribed. On the fifth day alarming symptoms suddenly appeared ; fits of imminent suffocation, agitation, heat of skin, paleness of face, tumefaction of the neck, complete loss of voice, hissing and very laborious inspiration, and less difficult expiration. A large bleeding was practised from the arm; fifteen leeches were applied on the neck, and sinapisms on the feet; but the paroxysms increased, and the patient died in the evening.
Examination. The upper part of the thyroid cartilage had been cut, and the hyo-thyroid membrane divided. 
